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Welcome on board, fellow explorers, to the
20" issue of the Sunway campus magazine.

This edition of the Sunwaylan invites you on
a safari of a different kind, one that journeys
through compassion, communities, and
conservation. As with any wild adventure,
every stop brings new stories, new voices,
and a chance to see things a little differently.

We begin at base camp, seeking

campus updates and milestones at the
#MostHappeningCampus to set the terrain
for the quest ahead.

As we move further along the trail, we
pause to honour long-standing partnership
between Sunway University and Lancaster
University, because it is proof that the
strongest ecosystems are built on balance,
trust, and time.

So, explorers, eyes up. You may just spot
Malaysia’s native wildlife, the incredible
species that call our country home. A closer
lock reminds us that conservation begins
with awareness, starting right here at our
#CampusWithAConscience. After all, every
small act of empathy and sustainability helps
us move forward.

Along the way, you will also see creative
works by our Sunway College A-Level

student Khairina Aliya and MUFY student
Shanice Lee, emerging like hidden gems
along the safari trail and showcasing the
creativity, talent, and diversity of our
student community.

Take a moment to paws and meet the first
foreign minister featured in Leaders’ Log,
Hon Stephen Dawson MLC of Western
Australia, as he shares his experiences in
Malaysia and offers a global perspective on
leadership, inspiring the next generation
and strengthening nation-to-nation ties.

Toward the final stretch, we shine a

light on stars within our community,

the proud valedictorians of the Class of
2026 convocation, who are celebrating
excellence, grit, and the adventure well-
travelled. Let us congratulate these brilliant
individuals as they take their next steps
beyond the campus.

As with any great safari, the journey
matters as much as the destination. The
world is a shared habitat, and the footprints
we leave along the way truly matter.

So take your time to wander through these
pages. May this expedition help you lionize
your dreams, giraffe your perspective, and
see your place in the wild world a little
maore clearly.
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IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

Sunway University Advances Global Sustainability
Sunway University marks a historic double triumph,
crowned the top private university in Malaysia and ranked
#124 among the World's Most Sustainable Universities in
the Ul GreenMetric World University Rankings 2025
Rising an impressive 21 places from its previous
anding, this achievement reaffirms Sunway’
global leadership in sustainability and
planetary health.

Churen Li Becomes Sunway University’s
Artist-in-Residence
Sunway University is excited to announce that Churen Li,
an internationally celebrated pianist and interdisciplinary
artist, joins Sunway University as our Artist-in-Residence
for 2026. Praised for her artistry that briclges classical and
- ~Contemporary worlds, Churen has performed globally,
" from opening the Singapore Symphony Orchestra
season to headlining Singapore's
Mational Day Parade.

Sunway University Welcomes
Russian University of Economics
The School of Education hosted a delegation from
the Russian University of Economics (Tashkent
branch) at Sunway University. The visit provided a
aluable opportunity for open discussions and idea
sharing, with both sides expressing strong
interest in exploring future partnerships
and areas of collaboration.

SUNWAYIAN] 4

Sunway TES
College JB Hosts
Intervarsity
Badminton
Tournament

Sunway College’s Pre-universi
programmes, Sunway Diploma Studies,
and Sunway TES kicked off the new
year with orientation week, welcoming
new students eager to begin the next
chapter of their educational journey. A
variety of fun activities, ice-breaking
sessions, and campus tours were
organised to help students
settle in,

The Sunway TES Intervarsity Badminton
Tournament brought together four
universities, Sunway TES College Johor
Bahru (JB), Raffles University, the
University of Reading, and the University
of Southampton, for Singles, Doubles,
and Mixed Doubles matches. The event
showcased strong sportsmanship while
fostering inter-university camaraderie
and an engaging student

experience.

Sunway College Records
High Achievements in
Examinations

* Sunway College delivered outstanding
results in the Cambridge Assessment
International Education and Western
Australia Certificate of Education
examinations. In the November 2025
examinations, Sunway College achieved
a 100% pass rate for Cambridge
A-Levels, with 51.8% of candidates
attaining straight As, while 28%
of AUSMAT students scored
an ATAR of 90 and above,
placing them among the
top 10% globally.

i
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Sunway College
Kicks Off the
New Year with
Orientation

CAMPUS UPDATES G

First Day Feels at SIS Iskandar Puteri

New faces, new spaces, and the start of
an exciting journey ahead for many new
students at Sunway International Schools
(S1S) Iskandar Puteri’s orientation day.
Welcome to the SIS family!

SIS Iskandar Puteri Learns with Heart,
Serves with Purpose

Grade 6 and 7 students from SIS Iskandar Puteri
turned compassion into action through their
Service as Action excursions where they connected
with communities through hands-on engagement
and fundraising. It was a powerful reminder that :
. service rooted in empathy and teamwork

2 can create lasting impact.

Be the Spark of Someone’s Tomorrow with SIS KL

The student-led Hope Qutreach Project Club from
SIS Kuala Lumpur raised funds for the children of
Rumah Hope in Petaling Jaya. The students got to
spend meaningful time with the children through fun
ctlivities, fostering empathy, kindness, and a spirit
of giving back to the community.
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Sunway University and Lancaster University
Celebrate 20 Years of Partnership

Sunway University and Lancaster University, UK,
mark 20 years of a landmark partnership that has
redefined cross-border higher education. Established
in 2006, the collaboration has grown into one of the
world's leading transnational education partnerships,
with students across 45 programmes and a strong,
expanding research profile.

Over two decades, the partnership has evolved into
a globally recognised model of academic excellence,
quality assurance, and international mobility by
expanding access to world-class UK education in
Malaysia, strengthening graduate employability,
enabling faculty collaboration, and delivering
consistently strong outcomes
across teaching, learning, and
student experience.

In response to rapid national
demographic shifts, evolving
geopolitical realities, and
accelerating technological
innowvation, the institutions jointly
developed the Lancaster-Sunway
Partnership Co-Strategy 2024-
2030. The Co-Strategy focuses
on sustainable growth, including
scaling student enrolment,
expanding programme offerings, strengthening
mobility pathways, and optimising joint operations,
while maintaining academic quality and global
competitiveness. It also places strong emphasis

on increasing academic, social, and environmental
impact, through collaborative research, innovation
initiatives, and engagement with industry,
communities, and policymakers.

As a mission-driven fifth-generation university,
Sunway University is committed not only to

educating future leaders, but also to generating
positive societal and environmental outcomes.
Professor Sibrandes Poppema, President and Vice-
Chancellor of Sunway University, said, “Our partnership
with Lancaster University demonstrates what can

be achieved when two institutions are united by
shared values, long-term vision, and a commitment to
excellence. The 2024-2030 Co-Strategy signals our
shared ambition to deepen academic collaboration,
elevate global standing, and translate knowledge into
salutions that benefit communities across borders.”

Professor Simon Guy, Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Global) of
Lancaster University, added, "Over twenty years, the
Lancaster-Sunway partnership
has been on a fast-rising
trajectory, starting with a
pioneer graduating cohort of
18 and growing to more than
15,000 students graduates

to date. We are proud of our
growth but aspire now to co-
create a values-driven model
of Transnational Education
that embraces sustainability,
inspires entrepreneurial
thinking, engages new
technologies, and enables students to follow

their own lifelong learning pathways across our
global campus network. We call this TNE 5.0, and
Lancaster-Sunway are leading the way.”

Throughout the anniversary year, joint activities

will celebrate the partnership’s impact, as both
universities reaffirm their commitment to building on
two decades of trust and positioning the Sunway-
Lancaster partnership as a global benchmark for
impactful, sustainable, and future-ready transnaticnal
education.

FEATURES

\ AVENUE OF ACHIEVEMENTS

Innovation Recognition for SCAIl Students

Students from the School of Computing and Artificial Intelligence (SCAI)

achieved an outstanding milestone by securing the Merit Award at the 2025
Malaysian Inventor and Innovator Convention. The team was recognised for

their “Al-Driven Intelligent Recommendation & Al+VR Shopping Experience for

MUJI Mobile Application” project, which integrates F&B and retail concepts and

uses SAS analytics to enhance customer experience through A/B perception studies.

Sunway Business School Book Prize Award

Sunway Business School hosted the Department of Accounting, Finance
and Economics Book Prize Award 2025, recognising students for their
strong commitment and academic excellence in accounting, finance and
economics. The event also celebrated their hard work, perseverance and
potential as they progress in their academic and professional journeys.

SUF Yap Qi Yi Wins Bronze in SEA Games -

Sunway University Foundation student Yap Qi Yi represented Malaysia .o
and secured a bronze medal in the Triathlon Mixed Relay at the SEA ';"-"
Games Thailand. He is now actively preparing for the Asian Beach

Games and SUKMA, focusing on the cycling individual time trial event

as part of his continued development as an endurance athlete.

VU @ Sunway Tham Hul Zhong Aces National Challenges

Tham Hui Zhong from Victoria University @ Sunway emerged
as Champion of the Sunway Springboard Challenge, winning
an RM1,200 Unit Trust Fund prize. He later represented the
university at the Nationwide Financial Gameboard Challenge,
securing 1* runner-up and an additional RM2,000 prize.

SIS Iskandar Puteri Golden Sisters Sweep Medals

Ailin and Zere Kanatova from Sunway International Schools (S1S)
Iskandar Puteri represented Johor at the international Bambi Games
in Bangkok and emerged as champions in all four gymnastics
disciplines; bars, beam, floor & vault. Their talent and dedication
proved victorious as they keep soaring.

National Pride from SIS KL

Biggest congratulations to Saif Mordin from SIS Kuala Lumpur (KL) for bringing
home the Silver Medal (Men's Foil Team) at the 33 SEA Games in Bangkok,
followed by a Bronze Medal (Men’s Foil Individual) at the National Fencing
Championships 2025 (Junior). His dedication and competitive spirit continue to
inspire the SIS community and make Malaysians proud.
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ion with World Wildlife
d annually on 3 March,

= ake a closer look at the
wildlife that is uniquely native to

Malaysia. From the lush rainforests of

Borneo to the cool montane forests { | B/ 7

WORLD of the peninsula, these animals 3 . = 3
and nts showcase the incredible ; p o s 5 g i
diversity and richness of Malaysia's

I l IFE DA natural heritage. Each species is a b & e 3 2K N
i reminder of the beauty and wonder 7 s 3 g ,. oy T

of our forests, and you can try i ; i
spotting some of them at the Brain Rh m"“"““ ‘I e Im )
rds; the Rhinoceros

Forest - One of Malaysia's most |con|c
Hornbill Is instantly known foﬁ s large, upward-curving
\ VAR . i casque that resembles a rhinoceros horn. Native to the
Proboscis Monkey (Na. larvatus) _ A , : rainforests of Peninsular Mala_gysla. Sabah and Sarawak,
' this striking bird s also the state bird of Sarawak.
Known for its powerful wingbeats and loud calls, it
plays an important role in the ecosystem by dispersing
seeds aérp.és the forest, earning its reputation asa ?
true guardian of the jungle.rivers in calm, coordinated :
groups like a floating parade.

Endemic to Borneo, this monkey can be
by its oversized nose, which can grow

“!h_,"‘ .,.'d‘ 4 [Rgein )= = Fan, fo RN
= : R o F R (s

o %Bornean Pygmy Elephant
(Elephas maximus borneensis)
Mative to Sabah, this is the
smallest subspecies of Asian
elephant, and arguably the
cutest. With rounder faces,
s larger ears and longer talils,

) J Bornean pygmy elephants are

gyl'ﬁia‘s i%rgest land mammal the Malayan .
ris Pefrnourfor its black—and—white IV
opaﬂda colourlng Faund in the rainforests

FPenInsuIar Malaysia as well as parts of
Thaliand and Sumatra, this gentle, nocturnal
‘herbivore is & master of camouflage, using its
contrasting colours to disappear among the 4

Malayan Sun Bnar ,}é N\ ~ forest shadows. IL IZ also a skille?] swim;ner and ::gv:?r;i;tge;:iaeggl:d:atTur::y
.layamm) an important seed disperser in the rainforest. :
L s o ' / are also excellent swimmers and

The world's smallest bear. the
Malayan sun bear is named after

can often be spotted crossing
rivers in calm, coordinated

groups like a floating parade.
chest. A skilled tree climber with long

claws and an extra-long tongue, it
loves honey and insects, earning pit
the nickname “honey bear™ Desplte
its teddy-bear looks, it s a vital
rainforest resident that helps kee
insect populations in check. %
Fun fact: Sunway's own mascots,

Samson and Sophia, are inspired by .
this adorable and energetic | bear

& Ridleyandra chuana

Malayan TIgir" (Panthera tigris jacksoni) A.rare gem of Malay?ia's |'110ntane fores_sts,
Ridleyandra chuana is a tiny, shade-loving plant

that grows on mossy rocks. |ts delicate white
flowers, streaked with maroon, bloom guietly
but beautifully, making it one of the country’'s
most unique and endangered flora.

Revered as Malaysia's national animal and
featured in the country's coat of arms,
the Malayan tiger is highly native to the
jungles of Peninsular Malaysia. It is locally
known as “harimau belang” (“striped

; B o ” - ~ tiger™) in the Malay language, and is
Raffiesia (Rafﬂn "'"’ a}n'ﬂnla cantioyly o R ; often recognised as a symbol of strength,
Malaysia is hometo séVeraI specfes of the world's "23\ courage and national pride. Due to rapid |
largest flower, whic_h can gﬁpw c:-ver one metre wide. deforestation and rampant hunting for .
Nicknamed the “corpse: flcwer" forits strong smell of : ; tiger bady parts believed to possess
decaylng ﬂesh the Rafﬂesia US&S thls scent to attract . \ medicinal Valuel hﬂWé‘l"E‘r. it is now facing =
flies for pollination. It has no leaves, roots or stems of the threat of extinction. .
its own and lives as a parasite inside vines, making its
sudden, spectacular bloom even more extraordinary.
~
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;gz:-.ljr::\:a: Desa Mentari Back2School
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C i I
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rmjust a girl. | know I'm not perfect. | overthink lines,
Which apparent'w is alot. At least, that's what rrip at the wors_.t posslme moment, .
people tell M€~ gepending R who's talking- forget small thing® 1 promnsed. puttm
trying. Not tryind o impress anyone. Not
Being 2 girl comes with invisiple instructions: trying to follow invisible rules. Just trying
gpeak Up; ut not 100 loudly. Caré. put don't care o keep grack of myself, enjoy the chaos,
too muc Be confident pbut stay polite. somehow, and maybe lean a thing of gwo along
you're always beingd watched, measured. '1udged the way. And honestly? That's enough.
m;r;tr;oments S0 cmall you wonder why they ayen Being @ girl is notichg, A riend's joke
' that stings A comp'nment that lands.
pdvice comes In fragrnents. “grmile more.” “pon't The way people glance, and what they
smile 10O much.” «gtand out.” «glend in.’ “Be choose 0 jgnore. It's realisind how much
but not to0 much.” You natice patterns. effort you put into carrying yourself.
shaping yourseli, pavigating ycurself -
le it all pecomes-

and how visib
ferenthy.

contradictions,
then you preak them anyway. Quietly- gometimes
without realising it Because eyerythind is right and Every gir! axperiences it dif
somehow wrong- Some praised for speaking up, some

people se& what they want to see. Keep guiel, puni.shed ome told to fita mald,

and you're “shy,’ "standoffish." or “trying te© hard others told to preak it. Mo one gives 3

to firin.” Speak up: and you'reé “HossY, “anary.’ anual. You just think. A lot. About choices,

or confrontahonah.' Make One small choice, and appearances, reactions, consequences..

inion. study 100 much? Nerd. Not \;ourseif. Thinking is exhausting. But thinking 2}
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aful. There is no universal
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misogyny pops up every here. x'-" 1t's visiple. \t's obvious. Beind @ girl is
compnments that sting advice that obvious, pecause We design ourselves, adjust, .
feels like Ludgment. whispers that observe, and keep going. Every choice, gvery \
echo louder than anyone expects compromise: every little assertion — it all says: I
podies pecome @ ba‘tt'lehe1d oo this IS who | am. This is who want to be & ]
too skinny: 100 curvy, too tall oo co let things D€ complicated Let the : o
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Reading a new book or watching a new movie is |ike
starting a new life, stepping into another world and

living through the Pprotagonist's journey. Closure may
not be what everyone wants, but the reality is that al|
stories must come to an end. Like the final chapter or

a season finale, endings provide a reason to move on
to a new and better beginning.

Take Percy Jackson & the Olympians for example,
where Rick Riordan wrapped up the main storyline
neatly and expanded his tale beyond Camp Half-
Blood in the Percy Jackson: Heroes of Olympus and
the Trials of Apollo. He Masterfully crafted endings
that concluded each series while connecting to the
next. Closed endings do not limit a story’'s growth;

series that complement the original plot.

I'am not trying to offend the pro-open-endings
community, but genuine question, why do
¥ou put yourself through the torment of not

ho prefers open endings,

lled life. Well,
open endings

know what

s to believe that stories do

knowing? From marathon series following
a protagonist's highs and lows to twisting
plots that toss us on emotional rollercoast
everyone deserves closure for

the characters
they have followed from

the very beginning.
Can you imagine if Avengers: Endgame had
an open ending with an inconclusive war?
Everyone would have gone ballistic.

While | favour closed endings, | appreciate
unresolved subplots that allow writers

to explore deeper stories. | find greater
satisfaction in finishing a boak or movie with
a proper ending, rather than an open-ended

conclusion that leaves a lingering void after
full immersion.

= Chien Yi, who thinks that there already
enough reasons why we are losing sleep,

thus open-endings should not be another
contributing factor.

ers,

In the world of literature and film, there exists the duality of
open and closed endings. | am here to tell you why closed

endings are usually a better choice for most of the creative
media we love and consume,

What makes a story good? For most people, it is the magic
of compelling storylines, the intricate details, the characters
we love, and the impact it leaves on us. Often, however, it

is the ending that shapes whether we consid

er a story truly
remarkable.

Oftentimes open endings end on an inconclusive note and
leave it up to the viewers to form their own conclusions. Take
Marriage Story for instance, Scarlett Johansson and Adam
Driver close the film by her tying his shoelace for him despite
the whole movie detailing their rocky relationship; closing the

film in an air of uncertainty. Many viewers were left with the
upsetting thought of “How does their story end?”.

All'in all, closed endings make a whale lot of sense to utilise
in ending a story. They resolve issues introduced and provide
us with conclusive answers, Although | rarely enjoy open-
ending stories, | understand that their existence benefits some

storylines and brings about diversity and a balance to the
world of creative media,

- Sarah Rachel, who from observation, enjoys the camfort
that closure provides and not the uncertainty of the unknown.
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LEADERS' LOG

Strengthening Regional Ties Through
Education and Innovation

SUNWAY .-

INTERMATIONAL SCHOOLS "o

Nurturing Minds. Building Character.

It is a great privilege to be the first international Minister to be featured in the Sunwayian R y 'y ' e -

magazine and to contribute to the Leaders’ Log.

| have had the honour of serving the people of Western Australia as a member of the
Western Australian Parliament for 13 years. My responsibilities as the Western Australian
Minister for Regional Development; Ports; Science and Innovation; Medical Research;
Kimberley offers me great diversity and a different challenge every day.

In October last year, | had the pleasure of visiting Sunway University and Sunway
College as part of my official visit to Malaysia. It was inspiring to see how
institutions like Sunway are shaping future leaders through innovation,

creativity and global engagement.

At Sunway University, | learned how the institution integrates startup
venture building, peer-to-peer learning and a strong focus on
sustainability into its holistic education system through initiatives

such as Sunway iLabs and its collaboration with 42 KL. These are
precisely the kind of environments that modern economies need. Places
where ideas, technology and talented people come together to solve

problems, build businesses and create positive impact.

At Sunway College, | received a warm and memorable kompang welcome,
an experience that truly reflected the spirit, pride, and hospitality of the
Sunway community. Sunway College is the longest-running and largest
overseas provider of the Western Australian Certificate of Education
(WACE), with a partnership spanning more than 35 years. This stands as
a remarkable example of trust, continuity, and educational excellence

between Malaysia and Western Australia.

Meeting students enrclled in the WACE programme was a
particular highlight, including those on scholarships from
the Malaysian Public Service Department and PETRONAS.
Engaging with them and seeing how the Western Australian
curriculum helps shape global perspectives was a powerful
reminder of the impact and importance of international
education partnerships.

| must also commend Sunway for its exceptional hospitality
and the local delicacies | enjoyed during my visit. While the
cuisine was certainly a highlight, my purpose in Malaysia
extended well beyond sampling local food. | was on a
ministerial mission representing the Western Australian
Government and promoting our great State's strengths in
energy, science, innovation, and sustainability.

This was the first ministerial visit from the Western
Australian Government to Malaysia since 2019, and it is one
| will long remember. During the visit, | officially opened
Invest and Trade Western Australia's Kuala Lumpur office,
which supports Western Australian businesses seeking

to expand into key ASEAN markets. | was joined by the
Australian High Commissioner to Malaysia, Her Excellency
Ms Danielle Heinecke, for this milestone.
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LITTLE BIG
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Our Grade 4 students at SIS Kuala Vi ?
Lumpur learned about Paul Cezanne, '
an artist known for painting fruits and - =

exploring light, colour, and shape In ’,
new ways that changed how people .‘
view art. Inspired by his approach, . >

students created their own artworks by
cutting out fruit shapes and arranging
them into unigue compositions.
Through this activity, they gained a
deeper understanding of how artists
experiment with form and colour to
develop new ideas. Let us explore
some of their artworks.

Through this office, we will continue to strengthen Western
Australia’s presence in Malaysia while creating new
pathways for collaboration across education, innovation,
and sustainability.

Another highlight of my mission was attending the ASEAN
Business and Investment Summit in Kuala Lumpur. It was
a valuable opportunity to promote Western Australia’s
competitive advantages and reaffirm our role as a reliable
partner for Malaysia.

As | reflect on this visit, | am confident in the future of

the Western Australia-Malaysia relationship. From where

| stand in Western Australia, we offer stability, strong
innovation capability, growing clean energy industries, and
strong global connections, When paired with Malaysia's
strategic location, dynamic economy, and talented
workforce, these strengths create a solid foundation for a
meaningful, long-term partnership built on trust, shared
purpose, and collaboration.

Hon Stephen Dawson MLC
Minister for Regional Development; Ports: Science
and Innovation, Medical Research; Kimberfey.
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Leanné
Steyn

E Eileen

Alexa Colim My name is Eileen Alexa Colim, and | am from

Indonesia. | am currently enrolled in the Australian
Matriculation (AUSMAT) programme at Sunway
College.

My name is Leanné Steyn and | am currently
a Year 11 student in the Sunway Cambridge
International Programme at Sunway
International Schools (S1S) Kuala Lumpur.

I am 15 years old and | am from South Africa.

When choosing where to continue my pre-
university studies, | explored several options, and
what ultimately stood cut to me among all the
AUSMAT providers was how Sunway goes beyond
academics. The way the college brings together
diverse cultures, learning experiences, and global
exposure truly sets it apart. Even though Sunway
is based in Malaysia, the opportunities here do not
feel limited by borders.

| have been living in Malaysia since August
2024. It was a big leap and came with many
changes, but | am now really happy here.
Although there are some cultural and lifestyle
differences, | love being able to learn and grow

Students are encouraged to explore multiple from it. Being part of SIS makes every moment
pathways rather than being pushed toward a single enjoyable.

“standard” route. For example, as an AUSMAT
student, options such as pathways to Germany
highlight just how flexible and open the system is.

| really enjoy the SIS environment and the diversity of
both the student body and teaching staff. | also value
the wide range of opportunities available to students,
especially in academics and sports.

Having previously experienced a more While | have yet to decide on a specific country or

stringent curriculum in Singapore, studying
AUSMAT allowed me to realise that there are
multiple pathways to reach the same geal, and
AUSMAT is one of them. While the programme
is relatively more flexible, it still ensures that
students are well equipped for the next stage
of life. Most importantly, it prioritises balance,
ensuring that academic excellence does not
come at the expense of students’ well-being.

Although it may seem trivial, | believe that a
supportive study environment plays a crucial role
in one's academic journey. Sunway's provision

of conducive learning spaces across the campus
reflects the institution’s strong commitment to
student support. Access to comfortable and well-
designed spaces enables students to focus, stay
motivated, and ultimately thrive in their studies.

As an Indonesian who has studied in both
Indonesia and Singapore, Malaysia feels like a
comfortable middle ground and often reminds
me of home. The environment is welcoming,
and the people at Sunway make it easy for
international students to settle in and feel
included.

SUNWAYIAN R

university, | am currently considering pursuing a degree
in either engineering or finance. Regardless of where
| choose to continue my studies, | strongly believe
that Sunway AUSMAT has provided me with a solid
foundation to pursue my ambitions and work towards a
brighter future.

To all my fellow international students, feeling
homesick is completely normal, especially when you
are far from home. One thing that really helps is getting
involved in school activities and events, as this allows
you to connect with others and gradually build a sense
of belonging. Over time, you begin to find your people
and feel more at home in your surroundings.

There is no need to rush the process of adapting, give
yourself time, enjoy the experience, and stay present in
the moment. Before you know it, this chapter of your life
may become a place where you truly feel you belong,
and something you will always look back on fondly.

Many of the students in the clder year groups have inspired me to work
harder towards my aspirations while supporting me through my journey.
A lot of my teachers and coaches have also helped and motivated me
endlessly by inspiring me tc become the best version of myself.

Being an SIS student has helped me strive to do my best, not only in
terms of studies with my upcoming International General Certificate of
Secondary Education (IGCSE) examination, but also in sports. Under the
Sunway Cambridge International Programme, | have strengthened my
critical thinking skills while staying informed about global topics and
current issues. These are essential in preparing me for the next steps in
my life.

My advice to other potential international students would be to remain
open-minded and fearless. It is important to not be scared and to step
out of your comfort zone. Studying and living abroad feel scary at first,
especially if you are far from home, but this opportunity is incredibly
rewarding. | would recommend getting involved in school activities or
sports, and making the effort to talk to your classmates. This will help
you settle in faster, feel more confident, and most importantly build

a network of friends. Lastly, do not be afraid to ask
teachers for help, they are always there to support and
guide you through these times, just like your family
and friends, teachers just want the

best for you.

IVl SUNWAYIAN



D SUNWAY ALUMNI

SUNWAYITAN] &

Looking back at my time at Sunway, my
fondest memories are of campus life, the
friendships forged, the long nights spent
preparing for exams, and the experience of
living in Malaysia, which was so different from
Jakarta. Even when | returned nearly 20 years
later, certain corners of the campus stirred a
sense of familiarity.

| was fortunate to have lecturers who left a
lasting impression on me. Mr Jason made
marketing such an exciting subject, and his
lessons remain relevant to this day. | also
remember Puan Haslinda, who shared that
my batch was her first year of teaching.

The friendships | formed, especially with
fellow Indenesians, remain an important and
enduring part of my life.

After graduating with a Bachelor of Business
in collaboration with Victoria University, |
wanted to pursue a career in advertising or
FMCG. Later on, w
in Finance at the University of New South
Wales, Australia, | began to envision a future

completing my Master’s

in banking. However, upan returning to Jakarta, |
found myself drawn to entrepreneurship. That path
eventually led me to film.

While running a digital marketing agency, | met

a group of creators producing a web s for
YouTube and encouraged them to try making a
feature film on a small budget. To our surprise, the
film succeeded and even turned a profit. As a lifelong
lover of cinema, | was instantly hooked and decided
to immerse myself deeply in the film industry.
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What began as an experiment soon became a
serious pursuit. | met directors, producers, and

investors, learning the ropes of a tough yet

hilarating industry. Producing my first film
in early 2020, how came with unex
challenges. Just a week after we wrapped,
COVID-19 forced Indonesia into lockdown.
Vendors closed, inv  pulled out, and the
film could not be released until 2023. When
it finally premiered and achieved commercial
success, my business partner and | knew we
had found the path we wanted to follaw.

Throughout this journey, my business
education has proven invaluable. The
knowledge of marketing, finance, and
ined at the Victoria
ramme continues to guide
me to _iay While the world evolves and

new knowledge is always needed, those
fundamentals remain the cornerstone of
my work.

One of my proudest

moments came when our

company was entrusted

to collaborate with one

of Indonesia’s most

established production

houses. This company has

shaped the local cinema

industry for over 50 years.

Breaking into this industry has been challenging,
which makes earning that level of trust a milestone

| value deeply.

Allin all, the biggest lesson | have learned is that film
is built on trust. Producers must earn the confidence
of investors while also empowering their creative
teams to realise their vision. Believing in myself and
the individuals | work with has been essential.

Looking ahead, | want to produce films that not

only entertain but also ins and educate. Film is a
medium that and with it comes both
opportunity and responsibility. This is the vision |
intend to continue pursuing.
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SUNWAY STARS

Chan Jay Huey Ew:;:ig

Bachelor of Science
(Honours) in -
Psychology E s )

JH: Building a meaningful career
where | can apply my knowledge
to create real-world impact. |
hope to contribute to work that
is ethically grounded and socially
relevant, and mentor others to
drive positive change within the
industry.

JH: Through coursework, supportive
lecturers, and active involvement

in clubs and projects, | developed
resilience and a strong appreciation
for collaboration. Sunway also
taught me to embrace uncertainty,
take initiative, and view challenges
as opportunities for growth.

JH: | would encourage them to
stay curious and not be afraid to
take paths that may feel uncertain
at first. Growth often comes from

stepping outside your comfort zone.

Focus on learning, seek guidance
from mentors, and remember that
progress is not always linear.

Hamzah Bin

Mohd Musthafa
Bachelor of Science
(Honours) Business
Studies

HM: After being exposed to academic
journal articles during my studies, |
developed a deep appreciation for
academia. My goal is to become a
Professor of Marketing at Sunway
University, contributing meaningfully
through research, teaching, and
intellectual inguiry.

HM: Sunway has prepared me by
providing countless opportunities to
learn from and be mentored by world-
renowned lecturers in this field. The
surau also plays an important role in
my journey, offering a guiet space

for reflection, balance, and spiritual
grounding amid academic life.

HM: There is no special mantra you
need to focus on; it all comes down

to effort and belief. You are in a hub

of endless opportunities, seize them
before the window closes. At the same
time, do not neglect your relationship

with your Creator, for success ultimately

comes from Him and Him alone.

FEATURES
In this edition of Sunway Stars, we shine the spotlight on four valedictcrians from the Class

of 2026 (January), whose commitment, discipline, and passion have set them apart and
inspired those around them. Let us discover how Chan Jay Huey (JH), Hamzah Bin Mohd
Musthafa (HM), Quinsley Ryan Pynam (RP), and Michelle Thong Mei Yin (MT) made the most
of their time at Sunway, and what propelled them to the pinnacle of their academic journeys.

Scan the QR codes to hear more about their academic journeys.

Quinsley Ryan Pynam
Bachelor of Arts (Honours)
Contemporary Music
(Audio Technology)

RP: My ultimate dream is to
become a touring artist and, more
importantly, a singer whom people
can relate to and connect with
through my music.

RP: | was fortunate to have the opportunity
to perform at events of various scales
through Sunway University, experiences
that helped prepare me for what | hope to
pursue full-time one day. My time at Sunway
also showed me that achieving our dreams
begins the moment we believe in ourselves
and take steps to make them happen.

RP: | would tell my juniors that pursuing
music studies is still not always taken
seriously by many people, but the moment
you take yourself seriously and put in the
effort, others will begin to recognise your
potential and respect your hard work.
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GALLERY OF
GRAPHICS

Artworks by Shanice Lee Jia Xin,
Sunway Monash University
Foundation Year (MUFY)

FEATURES @mmmmmms
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S DID YOU KNOW?

Louis Armstrong (1901-1971)

Often called the father of jazz,
Armstrong’s powerful trumpet
sound and unmistakable gravelly
voice brought the genre into

the mainstream. A master

of improvisation and swing,

his charisma and joyful style
transformed jazz into a global
phenomenon, turning songs like
What a Wonderful World into
timeless classics that continue to
resonate across generations.
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From smoky jazz clubs of the
early 20™ century to today's
_.genre-blending stages and
streaming platforms, jazz has been
.~ shaped by visionaries who dared
to experiment, improvise and
redefine sound. In celebration of
International Jazz Day on 30 April,
‘we spotlight a mix of pieneering
_ legendsand maodern trailblazers
Rfﬁ}g ';:oﬁi;inl.ie to influence how the
world listens to jazz.
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Ella Fitzgerald (1917-1996)

Known as the “First Lady of Song,”
Ella’s voice was both silky and
incredibly agile. She popularised
scat singing, using her voice like

an instrument and proving that
improvisation was not just for horns.
With her remarkable range and
phrasing, she set the gold standard
for vocal jazz.

Kamasi Washington

A leading figure in contemporary
jazz, Kamasi is known for his
powerful, spiritual saxophone
sound and large-scale, cinematic
compositions. His collaborations
with artists like Kendrick Lamar and
his epic albums have introduced
jazz to a new generation, blending
tradition with modern influences
and social consciousness.

Miles Davis (1926-1991)

A true innovator, Miles constantly
reinvented jazz, leading movements
from cool jazz to modal jazz and
jazz fusion. Never afraid to push
boundaries, he also mentored future
legends such as John Coltrane

and Herble Hancock, shaping
generations of musicians with his
bold, experimental vision.

Robert Glasper

A pianist and producer who
seamlessly fuses jazz with
hip-hop, R&B and neo-
soul, Glasper represents
the genre’s evolution in
the 21st century. Working
with artists such as Erykah
Badu, Common and
Kendrick Lamar, he has
shown that jazz can be
both intellectually rich and
culturally current, bridging
classic musicianship with
today's soundscape.

=

Now, let us fast~f.orward:§i‘©..,'.‘ K
the modern jazz scene, t@gb'\éré'. &
the genre continues.to evolve
through bold collaboratiens. =
and genre-blending sounds.
These contemporary artists -
are redefining_'jazé-for anew:-
generation, proving that its
s-fﬁ rit of 'rrnp;r'ovisa &‘ ndw“ﬂq ¥
innovation is very‘.’muc%alivé.
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DID YOU KNOW? CHm

Esperanza Spalding

A bassist, singer and composer,
Esperanza blends jazz with soul, funk
and classical influences. Known for
her virtuosic musicianship and poetic
songwriting, she brings a fresh, genre-
defying voice to modern jazz and has
helped broaden its appeal among
younger, global audiences.
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A secret word is hidden somewhere on this page! By
A Your mission: read the descriptions carefully, fill in the gaps, 1
and piece together the letters that stand out.
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Where Sunway students' milestones and success stories take centre stage.
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What does a typical 24 hours in your
life as a student in the city look like?

My day usually starts with classes,
then catching up with projects and
assignments. If there is time, I'll head
to the gym for a quick run in the
evening. Nights are often when I'm most
active outside of school, pricritising
extracurricular activities, meetings,
editing or hanging out with friends.

Are you more of a morning
person or a night owl?

Might owl. | feel more productive and creative late

at night due to the silence around me. The fact that
the Tun Hussein Onn Sunway Library stays open past
midnight is a huge advantage, particularly during
exam seasons. | spend a lot of time at the library
studying and working on my own hobbies. | also utilise
the discussion pods for group assignments, meetings,
and collaborative discussions, as they provide a
comfortable space for exchanging ideas.

How did you first discover The

H

A dedicated space for postgraduates to study, connect, and collaborate.

E S D N C S

Comfartable living spaces that make campus feel like home.
L B S

Where ideas turn into innovation and entrepreneurship takes shape.

B R R Y

A quiet space for research, learning, and discovery.

R s C

A relaxed spot to dine, recharge, and catch up with friends.

B S R V T 1 N D

Take in sweeping campus views from a whole new perspective.

T R E A H

Create meaningful impact by joining the Sunway Desa Mentari Community Development Programme.

C T UR

Where daily lessons are held.

T H A

R E

Sunway Library by BookXcess?

| discovered it through word of mouth. The open

space, accessibility, and late hours make it a comfortable
space to study, hangout and also grab a quick bite at
Kenny Hills when needed. It's a place where creativity
never stops and allows me to power through the night.

N G

Stay active, energised, and balanced on campus.
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A public sculpture by Sunway's Resident Artist, Infantino Fernandez.
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A place to dine and experience French and Fusion cuisine prepared by our School of Hospitality & Tourism Management.
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How do 24-hour places like this
help you focus, unwind, or feel
connected to the city as a student?

They give me freedom and flexibility. Being
in a space that's still open late at night
makes me less "ganjiong™ and allows me to
think through things thoroughly rather than
rushing to finish tasks or wrap up catch-ups
urgently before a space closes.

You mentioned living a very 24-hour lifestyle.
How has this influenced your productivity,
social life, or mental well-being?

It's improved my productivity because | can
work during my most focused hours late at night.
Socially, it has allowed me to pay equal attention to
friends and catch up with friends, but | also make
a conscious effort to rest so it doesn't affect my
mental well-being.
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One of Sunway's club activities where students come together to stretch, unwind, and recharge.

Once you've discovered the
secret word, scan the QR code
to submit your answer and
show off your Sunway smarts.
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