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In Case You
Q4  Campus Lipdates
Missed It g B
Story
Highlight
14 Towards A Greener Future
There was once a time when the
Features forests spoke. Thelr leaves whisperad with the
wind, rivers sang as they flowed, and the waters carriad
stiaries from oneg generation to the next,

06 Honouring A National Treasure: In our 23 jzsue, the waters are anary and the farests have grown quieter,

e ﬁ:..:::r.‘;fe‘uumnt; - The world around Us is changing, and 1t is Hme for us to'llsten and act,

08 Leader'slog . We shinea light on the many ways the Sunway community Is creating, leading,

y y - . reimagining and making an Impact. A special thanks to Ashley Kua Xue Er from the
i B e L BA (Honours) In Design Communication for creating this issue’s beautiful cover. its

10 Kerang'zzoe: Replirposing Sheils Into Art araceful and serene scenery 1s a gentle reminder of the beauty around us and of what
‘11 Little Big Volces we stand to losa || we do not preserve it,
12 Ec'hn Mexdia: The Art of Musicals For our Story Highllght, we turm to Towards A Greener Future, where discarded materials

16 Sunway International Students: are glven a second life and sustainabillty becames an exerclse. [n creatlvity, It reminds us that

Fahad FBMFW Darir & Seo’ Ksuw sametimés, the first step Lowards a better futurs s simply leoking at something we have thrown

18 Snway Al Erant Phcs away ancl asking, "What else could this-becomz?"
2{21 How Sunway Unlhrh?sl;y EF?QHHIIIH’ - How Sunway Unlversity is Fighting Plastic Waste on CampUs, by Ng Sher Lin from the BA (Hons) in

 Plastic 'Waste an Campus = Communicalion, takss us cleser to home, highlighting Initiatives such as The Last Straw and Zero
T e Plastic Hour-and showina how meaningful change can bealn in the spaces wa occupy every day.
e Fm &t'“g' My v&i;:é gl L sadarship Byt sustainabllity is not only abiout what we do with our waste. It |s also about what we do with our voices.
26 Campus Connections SDG 17 Partnership for the Goals reminds Us that we are stronger when we work hand In hand,
é? e tﬁa'-Cumer Mystery Solved . In Leader’s Log, Dr Samy Sakka, Deputy Head of Mission of the Federal Republic of Garmany to

Malaysia, shares his leadership journey and the impertance of bullding bridges across nations,
Institutions and communities.

Our stories of International students. alumni-and achievers show that Impact can take
many forms and travel far. beginning at the #MostHappeningCampus and growing into a
#CampusWithAConscience, They remind us that meaningful change can start on campus,
glving students the courage to lead. a5 seen In Christen Chan LI-Maa’s journay through the
Student Council

24 Unlack the SDGs Did you
know

Af the heart of the Sustainable Development Goeals is the idea that the 17 goals are
not separate storles, but pleces of one laroer stdry The world wWe choase to bulld
and the future we choose Lo leave behind.

The forests may have grown quieter, and the waters may be anary, But
the story (s far from over The next chapter Is curs to write,
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IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

SUNWAY AND LANCASTER
CELEBRATE LLANDMARK

MUFY “SHARITY" RUN 2026
RAISES RM14,000

SUNWAY

FRIENDSHIP ON THE PITCH
BEYOND THE SCOREBOARD

U wayian B

Dwring Sunway University's
Convocation Week, Sumaay
University and Lancaster
University celebrated 20 years
of transnational education.

The milestone was marked by

a Campus With A Conscience
public lecturs by Lancaster
University Vice-Chancellor
Professor Stephen Decent on
sustainable urban futures, as well
as the unveiling of the Lancaster
University=Sunway University
200 Anniversary Wall

The MUFY "Sharity” Run 2026
brought together more than
400 participants in support

of a meaningful cause while
proemoting healthy living and
community engagement. The
event ralsed an impressive
REM14,000 for the Children
Cancer Association Malaysia,
helping to provide medical and
psychological support, as well as
essential resources, for children
with cancer and their families.

Eoth our Sunway International
Schools Kuala Lumpur (5I1SKL)
and Sunway International Schaol
Iskandar Puteri (515 Iskandar)
went head-to-head in an axciting
and spirited football match, Cur
girls from both teams played with
utmost passion and demonstrated
excellent sportsmanship
showcasing their impressive skills
and outstanding teamwork,

CAMPUS UPDATES

The Future Cities Conference

2026 brought together !
researchers, practitioners, i
palicymakers, Industry leaders
and students to share original
work and practical solutions
addressing the future of cities.
Crganised under the Future
Cities Research Institute, a joint
initiative of Sunway University
and Lancaster LUniversity, |
the conference emphasised '
research translation, real-world
deployment, and urban impact, |

FUTURE CITIES
CONFERENCEE 2026

The AUSMAT programme
celebrated student

oxcellence and strenathened |
its partnership with the
Government of Western
Australia, featuring Ms Betty
Yang, Investment and Trade
Commissioner for ASEAN, and
a panel discussion with award-
winning students, including
scholarship recipient Celina
Chiew and Gold Medal winners
Team Urban Miner.

AUSMAT CELEBRATES
STUDENT EXCELLENCE

SIS Iskandar students,

teachers, staff, and Sunway |
volunteers came together

for the Rise Against Hunger
Maal Pack-a-Thon, packing
50,000 nutritious meals for
communities in need. Through
teamwork, compassion, |
and service, the community
demonstrated the power of
collective action in creating
meaningful impact beyond the
classroom.

50,000 MEALS, ONE
COMMUNITY, ONE PURPOSE

CAMPUS UPDATES

SUNWAY UNIVERSITY
PARTNERS WITH PIB
COLLEGE BALI

Sunway University and
Ealiteknik Internasianal

Bali (PIB) College Bali have
partnered to strengthen
hospitality and tourism
education through international
collaperation. The collaboration
will foster opportunities for
student and staff mobility,
academic exchange, knowledge
sharing, and future joint
initiatives between the two
Institutions

Students from the Diploma In
Infarmation Technology and
Diplama in Computer Sclence
programmes enhanced their
data analysis and visualisation
skills through the Microsoft Excal
Essentials for Data Insights &
Wisualisation Waorkshop, Through
hands-on activities using real
datasets, students learnad to
transform data into meaninaful

DEVELOPING FUTURE
READY DIGITAL SKILLS

strengthening their digital
competencies and workplace
readingss.,

PICNIC EN BLLANC WITH
515 ISKA

The 515 Iskandar community
made it a beautiful afternoon
together filled with laughter,
memaorable conversations,
and meaningful moments
during a cozy picnic session
with families and staff
members. Picnic en Blanc was
a celebration of community,
connection, and joy.

N SUNWAYILAN
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Dato’ Sri Siti Nurhaliza
Awarded Honorary Degree

Data’ Sri Sitl Murhaliza Tarudin was conferred Adding to the slgnificance of the occasion, Dato’

the Honorary Degree of Master of Creative Arts Sri Siti Murhaliza delivered a special periormance

and Media (Honoris Causa) by the Faculty of during the convacation ceremaony, delighting ‘Sunway College JB Students Earn
Arts and Social Sciences, Sunway University, in graduates, families and guests in attendance. Sliver at DIGITEX 2026

recoanition of her outstanding contributions to Her perfarmance servaed as a fitting celebration Two teams from Sunway College Jotior
the arts and creative industry. of the graduates’ achievements and created a ] =

Bahru (JBY proudly wan Silver Awards
at DIGITEX 2026 Thay showcasead
impressive Al-powerad solutions
addressing reat-world challenaes.
Viech's "Foody” helps reduce food
waste through smatt reclpe suggestions,
while Gaia’s "BinWise" encourages
better recycling. habits with =n
engaging, user-rigndly approach.

memorable moment for all present

The honorary degres was presented during
Sunway University's 30" Convocation
Ceremony, celebrating her remarkable
achievements and enduring influence on
Malaysia's creative landscape, Widely
regarded as the nation's premier songstress,
Dato' Sri Sitl Murhaliza has built an illustrious
career spanning more than three decades,

earning acclaim not only as an award-winning Frofessor Sibrandes Poppema, President and
performer but alzo as an entrepreneur, Vice-Chancellor of Sunway University, said, “Dato’
philanthropist and cultural ambassador. Sri 5iti Murhaliza®s remarkable journey embodies

the values of creativity, perseverance and
lifelong learning. Through her contributions to
arts, entreprenaurship and philanthropy, she has
inspired countless individuals and demonstrated
the transformative power of talent guided by
purpose. We are honoured to recognise her
achievemeants with this honorary degres”

The conferment recognises her slgnificant role
in elevating Malaysia's arts and entertainment
Industry both locally and internationally,
Through her dedication to her cralt
commitment to excellience and ability to
connect wilh audiences across gansralions, she
has bacome an inspiration to aspiring artists
and young Malaysians alike. Sunway University continues to celebrate and
honour individuals whose achievements have
contributed positively to society and whose
journeys serve as an inspiration for
generations to come.

Sunway Team Wins at Fintech Hackathon

‘We are proud to celebrate the success of our
Sunway University studerits who secured 2 Runner-
Up at the Hackatheon X: Fintech Farward. This
achievement highlights the power of interdisciplinary
collaboration, where business and technology
students come together to create iInnovative
solutions far the future of financial services,

Dato’ Sr1 Sit Murhaliza expressed her
appreciation for the recognition, saying.
"Receiving the Honarary Degres of
Master of Creative Arts and Media from
Sunway University is a tremendous
honour, and | am truly grateful to Sunway
University for this recognition. | hope this
award will serve as a source of inspiration
far the younger generation and local

arts practitioners to continue producing
work of the highest guality, guided by
strong ethics, while elevating our cultural
heritage and crealive arts Lo even
gdreater heights.”
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Sunway Polse Shines on
the International Stage
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LEADER'S LOG

THE LANGUAGE OF CONNECTION

The idea of becoming a diplomat came to me quite €arly,
around the age of 15 or 16. | had always been interested in
politics, enjoyed learning English, Italian, Latin and Ancient
Gresk in schoal and = as growing up in a2 small village In
Lower Saxony - wanted to travel the world.

However, It was my professional experience abroad that
truly convinced me that diplomacy was the path | wanted to
pursue. My first internship took me to the German Embassy
In Rome. For another oneg, | deliberately wanted to go
somewhers completely different - somewhsare | had never
been before. Almost by chance. | ended up applying foran
internship at the German Embassy in New Delhi It was my
first long-haul fliight and my first time in that part of the
world.

In those T months, | tried te Immerse myself as much as
possible in the local culture, whether It was Pani Puri, 3 visit
to Hampi er Ladakh, long night train rides through India or
Iftar in the main mosgue of Old Delhi. The experience made
me realise what a privilege it is to live abroad, and | feel
incredibly fortunate that | can now expanence that privilege
as part of my profession,

Today, | am just starting my experience in Malaysia, |
travelled ta Pahang in my first week here, where | had the
opportunity to visit German companies such as Mercedes
and Joint ventures between German and Malaysian
businesses such as BASF Petronas Chemicals, as well as
enaage with the lacal authorities. In all those encountars
| Telt a strong tie between our countries - because of
study exchanges, scholarship programs or othar German-
Malaysian cooperation.

| have found that people from very different backarounds
often have much more in commaon than they initially
expect. Sometimes the connection |s a2 place both people
have travelled to. Sometimes it [s football or music: And
quite often, it 15 food. Once you have found that point of
connection, that is something to bulld on.

SUNWAYITAN =

Of course, | belleve oneg of the best ways to find that common
ground and enter another culture i5 through language. | am
keen to continue learning Bahasa Malaysia, because even

a little knowledge of a language can open the doorto a
completely different world.

Thn.: is also one of the reasons why | believe so strongly in
slonal experiences abroad. For Malaysian students,

I can therefore only recommend Germany as a place to

stucly. Germany offers the chance to study Ina country

with excellent universities, a strong research and innovation

culture and closa links between academia and industry

But just as importantly, studying in Germany. means
experiencing the country from the inside: lzarning the
language. making friends from all over the world and
travelling through Germany and Europe.

| think programs like the German University Preparatory
Course {GUPC) at Sunway College really create lasting
connections between pecple and countries. Students who
learn German, study in Germany or work with Gerrman
institutions often maintain these connections for many
years. | have met many Malaysians who have studied or lived
In Germany, and it shaws how lanauage and educational
exchanges can build meaningful bridges between our
colntries.

To all young students who consider going to Germany: stay
curious and do not be afraid to take a path you might did
not originally plan for. Things can turn out great and very
differently from what you expect. And, of course, my advice
would be: don't give up on German, It does eventually get
gasier at' some paint!

Dr. Samy Sakka

Deputy Head of Mission
Federal Republic of Germany to Malaysia

FEATURES ===

Drawing Her Way into the Gaming Industry

Written by Alynna Lim Jia Yin

For most students, viden games ara simply & hobby. For Sunway University
Foundation, Foundaticn in Arts student, Jaylene Les Ern Chyl, thiey became the
gamway to an Unexpacted caresr,

Creative from:a young age; Jaylens has always enjoyed expressing hersell
through different art ferms, from drawing and animation: to clay modelling:
Today, while pursuing her Foundation in Arts, she also works as a character
designer for the online game Doodie Werld, balancing her studies with a role
many aspiring artists dream of

For Jaylene, gaming and drawinig have always gone hand in hand
Designing games had been her dreamy career since childhood, sithough
she never expectad the cppartunily to arrive so unexpecled|y.

"I never expectad i It really came cut of nowhers” Arnang her proudest achievemeants was designing the
she shared. custon skin for the game's first plushie campaign,
Unlike the usual three animation frames requlred fora
sprite, this project reguired nine frames, making it cng
of har mast challenglng works to dare.

A% an active memberof the Doadle World community,
Javlene sgent her free time. designing character
caoncepts and skins purely far fun, The game regularly
accepts community submissions. and her creativity Another milestone was seeing threeof heroriginal
quickly:cauaht the attentian of the devalopment Team. Fakemon designs officially incorparated Inte the game;
an exciting moment that brought one of her creative

Dpeof the staff suddenly DMed me asking whether | Ssoirations £ e

wanted to jomn the team, so | decided | why not?
she ladghed Despite these accomplishments, Jaylene ramains
grounded, Her goal is simple to continue Improving her
skills, contribute to the game for as long as it cantinues,
and enjoy the creative process, Looking ahead, she
hopes that ene day sha might have the opporiunity o
develop a game of her own, inspired by the creativity

and charm of Rhythm Heaven.

: é

® = &

That message marked the beginmng of her journay as
a character desianer, Since |aining the team In 2023,
Jaylene has created more than 300 sprite sking, many
ol which have become a recognisable part of the
game, with hundreds of players using and enjoying her
designs.

Like many students, balancing multiple responsibilities
remains her biggest challenge. Between coursework, desian
protects, and game development deadlines; she often finds
harself rmcing-against the clock to complete sprite designs
just before submission. When faced with particulariy
complex concepts, she works closely with Tellow designérs,
using collaboration to overcome creative challanges while
continually refining both her artistic skills and teamwork,

From submitting fan-made cancepts as a passionate player
to becoming a member of the game's official design team,
Jayiene's journey is-a testament to where passion, creativity,
and the courage to share one's wark can lead. Sometimes,
pursuing what youl love Is all it takes for opportunities to
come knacking,

I OSUNWAYILAN
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Repurposing Shells into Art

Y

Than Zi Wei
Ba (Hons) Interior
Architecture

Design (ounceprt

The design concent focuses an transfarming
discarded oystar and musse| shells into a
sustainable terrazzo-like compasite material
far Interior applications. The shells are cleaned,
crushed, and processed Into twa forms, line
shell powder, which functions as a mineral
filler, and larger shell fragmeants, which create
the characteristic terrazzo pattern. Combined
with a cement-based pinder, the material
demonstrates how marine waste can

be repurposed into a durable and

aasthetically appealing surface finish; \ T

COLLECT & CLEAN
The ovyster and mussel shells
utilised in this research wers
collected from a local buffat
rectaurant as a source of post-
consumer sealood waste,

CRUSH

The installation is designed as an educational exhibition

feature that cammunicates the [surney of the Wayang Kulit
Exchange Hub. It encourages visitors to Interact with the panels
by rotating them to reveal different layers of information.

Thiz Interactive movement enhances user angagemeant whila
aflowing visitors to understand the evolution and ralationship
of Wavang Kulit in contemporary sociaty.

MIX & MOLD
Mixed and moulded the mixture
until it reached an ice cream-like
texturs, Then dropped it from top to
bottom to create a flat and even surface;

+

cement
pevweder

COATING

SUNWAY ¢

INTERMATIONAL SCHOOLS L

Murtiering Minds. Bullding Chanacter

FEATURES

A Journey Through Early Societies

Our Grade 4 learnars from Sunway International Schools Kuala Lumpur (SISKL)
proudly celebrated the completion of their Inguiry unit, Early Societies, through an
engaging Celebration of Learning exhibition.

Throughaout the unit, students explored a variety of fascinating topics, Including
Stone Age art, the Mebra Sky Disc, Greek pottery, Stonehenge silhouettes, the Silk
Road, Indian spices, mosaic tiles, and Egyptian portrait art, They also discovercd how
Egyptian portraits represented the power, leadership, and authority of the pharachs.

Grade 4 aristotie and Grade 4 Confucius showcased their knowledge,
creativity, and understanding of how ancient societies lived, created,
traded, and exprassed thelr baliefs. The imprassive collection

of student artwork, models, and research displays reflected

the students’ effort, appreciation for the achievements of

early civilisations,

Cruzshed the seashells into fine Applied the crushed seashells over
powder and small fragments, . - e the material to create a terrazzo
to be used as the main material i appearance. The material was
component and terrazzo covered with plastic and left for
decorative pieces, one day belore coating.

SUNWAYIA
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ECHO MEDIA

FEATURES

World-Building

W-::rrlc-i_:suildinq plays an essential part In musicals. Through costumes

set designs and choreography, many musicals create an imn';;;’sive i
space that transports audignces to their respective worlds, One of the
m::nst. obvious examples of world-bullding in musicals is W.l:-:.fm-.r Eswhl
the r!!rn and stage musical effortlessly draw audiences inte the ilandh f
(z, filled with magic and political tension. . o

Written By:

ra Aszhley Ann Danker

t Jhe Art of c flusicals
Musicals can also add depth to pre-existing fictional worlds. Disney

Edited By: Sherman

There is no denying that musical is cne of the most artistic and distinct
forms of storytelling in the entertainment media. Unlike traditional 4 A i tends to create stage adaptations of their animated films, using th
| - " e - e i ; [zif 208 < dsing the
gF ’ = opportunity to expand the lore to their original stories. Productions
such as Fruzgn. The Lion King and Aladdin introduced new sanas
cultural spotlight. additional plot points and character staries; creating

films, musicals combine elements like music, choreocgraphy. colours,
Iyricism and narratives. to creale a unigue experience and string

of emoticns in
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The Art of Act 1 Finale
Another important clement of a musical |i1nLe "2-:;;er
Oftentimes, challenges, aspirations and emaol I:rl-.
faced by characters on stage and on SCreen c %
be overwhalming to compratend through regu ..:_r
dizlogues, This is where song plays an importan

rale in making everything feel dramakic.

SUNWAYIAN 2

Viewears,

Musicals that Created the Formula

iMany of the musicals H'Ij::l shaped the genre and
nfluenced modern musical theatre were croated
decades ago. For exampele, before The .'-'-m.:m"" =
of Music, musical numbers were aften dEsicrn‘Ed

£ ?Fanddl‘m{' rerformances that entertained L]
audiences but did little to advance the story, The '-l PA

i.sc:und a;_':’ Music helped transfarm the genre by
r|'I egrating songs into the narrative, UsIing music
to develop characters and move the plot forward..

Similarly, West Side Story put the Importanice of
choreography in musicals on a whole nm;*.r scale
using dance to express the characters ernr:r_iun;.
Meanwhils, Greass helped popularisa youth- i
driven musicals which featyra BOR-2sgue mus:
rather than traditional theatre rm,.sic.. o -

A good musical makes the "'-(:s{_:}ut of
this, often showcasing the emotignal
climax in Act 1 finales. By the end of
the first act, the story has r-:.:-'«ch:-j*.tfi a
turning point whather it be r:cnr_ncts.
yulnerability, character progression ar
life-changing events. It s yvital to get
ment just right, 52 audiences

this rror : 1 et
are left on a high emotional peak ngn

before intermission.

In Les Misérables, the and of Actl
brings together all characters 1o express
thelr fears and mathvations for the
coming French Ravolution. 'One D?zn,-
More' combines the various melodies
audiences have heard throughout the
first act, crafting a heautiful overlap

in Hamilton, ‘Non-5top’ also uses
gverlapping melodies and narmo_rues_to
mark the start of Alexander Hamilton's

career dow nfall,

::ml identity exclusive to the theatre. Shrek the Musical introduces more
fairy tale creatures, Lord Fargquaad's backstory. and adds depth to

; e EER . ; T 2 A
Shirek's character by showcasing his insecurities and vulnerability.

Experimental Storytelling
Modarn musicals are increasingly embracing unconventional
forms of storytelling: For example, Six is a modern musical
presented in the form of a compelitive concert, following
King Henry VIII's six wives. Each wife steps forward to prove
who had the worst experience with their shared ex-huskand
Likewise, Cats ocuses on introducing its eclectic cast of
characters rather than following a conventional plot.

Musicals do not necessarily need a full stage preduction o’
gain recegnition. EPIC: The Musical is an adaptation of The:
Odyssey, was released as a series of nine condept albums that
follow King Odysseus's iourney home after the Trojan War.
Unigue projects like this, especially stemming from my'lmolcrg'y
affortiessly draw fans in; building strong fan communities even
pefore a traditional stage production exists.

Jukebox Musicals

Wh:lg lukebox musicals haye received mixed
reactions from fans over the yvears: some
L:Jr:({;obun:eoly_ pull off the genre Detter than others. A
Juke f:'"' musical features existing songs fram Rpopular
i::’:uf.h, Or genres rather than an original score
8 r'm.t?duy. IUkebox musicals are rather difficult to

[ ”.g:h‘ a5 the music was not Ccomposed to fit a
specific s_r.-::ryhne. The key is Ensuring the sonas fesl
natural within the narrative rather than forced

Mamma Mia! serves as the epitome of a jukebox
musical done perfectly, well. Featuring ABEA
s:::ngs_ Mamma Mial follows Sophie, d;ughhrm f
single mother Donna, on an island in Greeca aﬂs she
attem_ptr. Lo find her real father before he; v.-:.e-dciin
day. Similarly, Moulin Rouge! implements vari.uu'; i
fmpular s0ngs over the last few decades, dddunc;r [o
thie tragic love story between Christian and Satine

$00ceevec00e
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My name is Fahad Fayez Faky
Darir, a 19-year-old student from
Suclan currently pursuing Bachelor
of Civil Engineering with Honours
at Sunway University.

My journey at Sunway began
when | enrolled in the Canadian
International Matriculation
Programme (CIMP) at Sunway
College. Initially, | had planned

to pursue my degree at other
universities, including Universiti
Teknologi PETRONAS and the
University of Mottingham Malaysia.
However, | realised that | wanted a
learning environment that was not
only academically strong, but also
connected to a vibrant community
and city life. Around that time,
Sunway University announced

the launch of its Civil Engineering
programme. Having already spent
time on campus and becoming
familiar with the lecturers,
facilities, and learning culture, the
opportunity felt like the perfect fit.

What made the experience even
more special was being part of
the programme's first intake.

As the first cohort, we enjoyed
sraller class sizes, which allowed
us to receive more personalised
guidance from our lecturers and
build strenger relationships with
them. Through group projects,
presentations, and practical
learning activities, | have developed
stronger communication,
teamwork, and problem-solving
skills. We also had the chance to
provide feedback that contributed
to the development of the
programme. This created a strong
sense of community within our
cohort, and it was exciting to play
a role in shaping the future

of the programme.
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Eabad Fayez Faky Darir

Studying and living in Malaysia

has been an incredibly rewarding
experience. One of the things |
appreciate maost is the country’s
multicultural environment. Meeting
people from different backgrounds a_nd
cultures has broadened my perspective
and helped me become more open-
minded and adaptable, Malaysia is also
a welcoming place for international
students, offering a comfortable
lifestyle, reliable public transportation,
modern facilities, and a diverse range
of cultural experiences.

Throughout my time at Sunway, | have
been fortunate to learn from lecturers
who genuinely care for their students.
One lecturer who has had a significant
impact on my journey is Dr. Ean. She
encouraged our batch to establish

the Institution of Civil Engineers (ICE)
Sunway Student Chapter, which has
since become an important platform
far civil engineering students.

As our club advisor, she has always
been willing to share advice, connect
us with industry professionals, and
encourage us whenever we faced
challenges. Thanks to her support,
we have been able to organise guest
lectures, networking sessions, and
collaborative activities with other
universities. Her dedication to student
development has inspired me to
become a better leader and future
engineer.

Sunway University has played a major
role in shaping my academic and
perscnal growth. The lecturers are
approachable and always willing to
help, while the university’'s modern
labaratories and learning facilities
provide an excellent environment

for engineering education. The
opportunities to engage with industry
related activities have also helped

me gain practical insights into the
profession.

Y

Beyond academics, Sunway has
encouraged me to develop valuable
leadership skills. Through my
involvement in student organisations,
particularly the ICE Student Chapter,
| have gained experience in project
management, communication,
teamwark, and event planning. These
experiences have taught me that
SUCCEsS A5 an enginger requires more
than technical knowledge. Leadership,
collabaration, and the ability to work
effectively with others are equally
important,

For international students considering
to study at Sunway University or in
Malaysia, my advice is to make the
maost of every opportunity available to
you. While academic achievement

is important, some of the most
valuable experiences happen

outside the classroom. Join student
clubs, attend workshops, volunteer
for events, and build meaningful
connections with people from
different backarounds. These
experiences will help you grow
personally and professionally while
creating memories that last a

lifetime.

Moving to a new country can feel
challenging at first, but Malaysia's
friendly and diverse environment
makes the transition much easier.
My experience at Sunway University
has not only prepared me for a
future career in civil engineering but
has also helped me become a mare
confident, adaptable, and well-
rounded individual.

INTERNATIONAL

SUNWAY

My name is Seo Kyuwon, and | am
a South Korean student currently in
my second year of the |B Diploma
Programme {IBDP) at Sunway
International Schools Kuala Lumpur

({SISKL). Although | am South Korean,

| have studied internationally since
kindergarten, which has shaped my
global perspective and taught me

to adapt to different cultures and
environments. | joined SISKL in Grade
9, and since then, it has played an
important role in my academic and
personal growth,

What | enjoy most about studying at
SISKL is the range of opportunities
available beyvond the classroom.
While academics are important,
students are also encouraged to take
on leadership roles and participate
in extracurricular activities. | served
as High School Student Council
President in 2025 and now serve

as IBDP Student Council President.
These experiences have taught me
that leadership is not about authority,
but about taking responsibility and
serving those around you,

Living and studying in Malaysia has
also been a valuable part of my
international education. Malaysia's
multicultural environment has
allowed me to interact with people
from many different backgrounds
and perspectives, Coming toc a new
school in Grade 2 initially required
some adjustment, but | was fortunate
to meet classmates who helped me
integrate into the community, Over
time, Malaysia became more than just
a place where | studied; it became

a place where | built friendships,
developed independence, and
became more comfortable navigating
different cultures.

My journey would not have been
possible without the support of many
teachers, mentors, and friends. | am
especially grateful to Mr Tam and

Ms April for their guidance during

my time in the High School Student
Council, as well as Mr Richard

Cherry and Mr Jeffrey Elliott for

their contributicns to our school
community. My |B teachers, Mr Mark
Milbera, Mrs Rebecca Pearce, Mr
Martin Page, Mr Mike Church, and

Mr Don Kerfoot, have also played

an important role throughout my

I8 journey. Their patience and
encouragement have helped me
become a more confident and
independent learner, | am also grateful
to my classmates, who supported me
throughout my academic journey.

Outside of school, my sister has

been one of my greatest mentors
and role models. She has always
encouraged me to challenge myself
and step beyond my comfort zone,
Throuagh her, | learned the importance
of persistence and dedication, and
that while progress may not happen
immediately, consistent effort
ultimately leads to growth,

Academically, one of my biggest
challenges was transitioning from
the Ontario high schoal system to
IBEDF. The depth of understanding,
research skills, and academic
expectations were very different
from what | was used ta. | initially
felt overwhelmed and sometimes
questionad whether | could keep
up with my peers. With time,
however, | developed stronger time
management and research skills,
and became more disciplined in my
approach to studying,
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One strategy that has helped me
significantly is creating detailed
course planners and trackers for
each subject. By tracking what |
have coverad, reviewead, and still
need to practise, | can clearly see
my progress and stay on top of my
work.

Receiving the IBDP Academic Full
Scholarship after achieving an
average of 95 and above across
my best six Grade 10 subjects,
followed by the IB Biology Subject
Award and Citizenship Award for
Respaonsibility, were meaningful
milestones, However, | believe the
habits and character | developed
along the way are more important
than the achievements themselves.

For international students
considering Sunway or studying

in Malaysia, my biggest advice is
to remain open-minded and give
yvourself time to adapt. Moving to a
new country or education system
can feel uncomfortable at first,
but that experience can become
one of the most valuable parts of
your journey. Get involved in the
school community, meat people
from different backgrounds, and
do not be afraid to ask teachers or
classmates for help.

Looking back, | am grateful that
sunway provided an environment
where | could challenge myself,
learn fram my mistakes, and grow.
My advice is not to compare
yourself to others, but to focus on
improving a little each day. While
achievements are meaningful, it

is the people, experiences, and
lessons along the way that | will
remember most.

7z
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United Nations
Climate Change

Following her LIN experiencea, Ashley realised that
passion and volunteering aloneg were not enough.

She needed the tools to turn good intentions into
implementable sclutions. Sunway's Master in Sustzinable
Development Mapagement (MSDM) programme provided
the bridge fram scientific understanding to strategic
action, The programime’s access to global experts
working on the Sustainable Development Goals further
strangthened Ashley's decision to pursus |t

Ashley complated the programme onling from the United
States while werking full time, balancing her studies with
professional commitmeants, virtual sessions and group
projects across time zones. Her professors’ support and
classmates’ willingness Lo adjust meeting limes around
her schedule made the experience more manageable,

The programme taught Ashley to view sustainability
challenges through a systems lens, recognising that
solutions addressing environmental concerns must also

—S U way AN b

From Passion to

consider economic feasibility and soclal eguity. Two
courses were particularly relevant to her role: Energy
Systems Management, which provided a technical
foundation Inenergy systems and clean energy
Intarventions, and Sustainable Economics, which
emphasised the Tinancial case for sustainability. These
frameworks continue to shape her work. halping her
undarstana decision making procasses, identify kay
stakehaolders and evaluate the impact of solutions.

MSDM's Interdisciplinary nature strengthened her
systems thinking, stakeholder engagement and ability
to translate complex ideas into action. Exposure to
gnergy policy, technical systems, economics, social

equity and envircnmental science taught her to connect

disciplings that are rarely separate In the real world.
Today, an energy efficiency project involves more than
a technical retrofit. It also involves funding, regulatory
compliance and community Impact. This training
gnables Ashley to work effectively with engineers, city

officials and finance teams, bridging technical solutions

with the communities that adapt them.

The programme prepared Ashley for an internaticnal
sustainability environment through a diverse online
cohort, where she collaborated across time Zones,
cultures and regulatory contexts. This experience
proved valuable in the LIS energy sector, while
exposure to internaticnally renowned speakers
broadensd her global perspective and confidence In
tackling cross border sustainability challenges.

Additionally. the programme opened doorsto a

new field for Ashley, leading to a Green Bullding
Corps fellowship with the US Green Bullding Council
In Callfornia and eventually her full-time role at

TEC: Today, she transiates climate and
sustainakility goals into programmes for
communities, helping public agencies
advance resilience and climate goals
through energy efficiency and carbon
reduction. Her role includes |dentifying
projects, exploring funding and incentives,
and guiding them from exploration
throuah completion:

according to ashley, one of the biggest
challenges in implementing sustainable
energy solutions is securing refiable
funding. Public agencies often face tight
budgets, procurement timelines and
limited technical expertise, while rapidly
evelving technologies make:it difficult
to determine which solutions are praven
and suitable, Globally, she sees the same
tension, with climate ambition often
outpacing the funding, workforce and
institutional capacity needed to deliver
projects at scale, particularly in under-
rescurced communities,

Ashley finds her work meaningful because
it contributes to real, measurable carbon
reduction. Helping TEC engage with

the UM has been particulariy rewarding,
bringing her journey Tull circle. Looking
ahead, she hopes to share her team's best
practices and solutions with other regions
and countries, contributing to broader
sustalnabllity efforts.

Above all, Ashley advises students to view
sustainability as a lens applicable to any career.
Volunteering, internships, fellowships and
certifications can pravide valuable entry points,
while those from non-technical backgrounds
can bulld credibility through relevant courses
and opportunities that stretch their skills. Most
importantly. remain curicus and keep asking
how things can be made better.

Ashley received the Sunway Award for
Excellence in Sustainability 2025 which
racognises alumpi who have demanstrated
cutstanding commitment and contribution
to sustainability. locally or globally. This
award highlights thase who have shown
innovation, leadership, and dedication to
pramating sustainable practices that benelfit
the environment, society, and econamy,
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By: Mg Sher Lin
BA (Hons) in
Communication,
Sunway University

How Sunway University is Fighting

Plastic Waste on Campus A Piece of Cerebral

Information

We see more Sunway students Among these measures was the environmental impact of plastic

gmbracing sustainable habits by launch of The Last Straw campaign in waste. Beyond that, students are
bringing thermal mugs for their 2018 to phase out single-use plastic also volunteering in plastic auditing
coffee, refilling reusable water bottles  products on campus, including plastic activities to better understand the
at campus dispensers, and carrying water bottles, straws, plastic bags, problems associated with plastic
their own lunch boxes instead of food containers, and cutlery. At the waste recycling.

relying on single-use items. same time, the campus has added
Plastic recycling drinking faunt_ams anv.-d gncouraged
P ‘ students to bring their own reusable
important issue

bottles to reduce the purchase of
in today’s society, bottled water. According to Sunway
as many plastic . University, since the programme’s
products such as implementation, the campus has
grocery bags, food containers, successiully reduced the use of
drinking bottles and straws, are more than 122,000 single-use plastic
designed for single-use only. bottles.

Unfartunately, the prablem of plastic
waste will not be solved overnight.
The culture of convenience,
inconsistent recycling practices and
the continued reliance on single- use
plastics remain a great challenge to
aur environment. However, positive
change is taking place, with more
individuals, businesses and
educational institutions
taking proactive steps to
address the problem.

The person who inspires me thml.éghout
i i i r Eugene
Liew Yong Hui, and I am currently my journey is :y:ea';fgin‘_:_: [i.:npm?ant
ing Bach i Wandakumar, He has be
uing Bachelor of Arts (Hans) in : . :
Efr?‘twuiicatmn programme. | am also person in my life, an-_:i 1 ddr:.re h:rk .
. jcation to his W
i i way Esports passion and dedica tof .
the Vice President of the Sun : dication 1o his wolk &
: ul i ke the bath a fine artist and o i
Club. Teday, | would like to 1a : LhEE I
i i t myself. like to thank him for always
artunity to share a little apou : f wa: . ™
?ﬁ:\re a coxditiuﬂ called cerebral palsy. back during my time in h,qtl.l i_choo
which was caused by my premature birth, for being someone | can trust.

To feel canfident, honestly, something /

Hello Sunwayians, my name is Jenson

The work does not end there,

In conjunction with World
Environment Day 2024,

Sunway University organised

the Zero Flastic Hour initiative,
bringing together students,

faculty members, and campus

food operators to reduce single-use
also shows that modifying the plastic consumption, Bu_sinesses
consumption behaviour of plastic across campus voluntarily stopped
products is essential to alleviate the distributing single-use plastics and | would say that | was fortunateto
leng-term effects of plastic use. flnc_ouragid CSHSUTE_'H to bring g . have supportive teachers and f”E“F‘f :” o
e B e — nigh school. For me, naving 8 BIRAI.  y message to everyone Is STR R
Sunway University demonstrated disability like cerebral pa 8¥ people with cerebral Pa’sy

As pointed out by the United
Mations Environment Frogramme
in 2021, “the convenience of plastic
has blinded us to its impact on the
planet”. Although plastic products
bring convenience to our lives,
improper disposal will affect the
gnvironment in the long term. It

| think a lot of people tend to label
anyone with cerebral pals?.r unc!er the
umbrella of “Oh, this guy is weird. | am
not going to talk to him beica.use gr hl::
disability.” But | would say 1t_ 3 qmtg the
contrary. The people | am friends with are
axtrernely accepting of who | am, 5o | am
quite lucky in that regard

as simple as a good gspotify playlist
with tunes | enjoy can ma_kr.r all the
difference. That will definitely make me
feel more confident.

Ag we raise awareness for World
Cerebral Palsy Day on 6 October, |
hope Sunwaylans hawve gain.ed a bettgr
understanding of my experiences and
the cerebral palsy COMMUNITY.

With growing environmental
awareness among Malaysians,
educational institutions play
an important role in promoting

ical ones. ) : ctimes,
how businesses, staff and students ; } mental challenges ST 2 first, just like everyons else Som

can collectively take an active role in
enviranmental initiatives and make
a meaningful contribution towards
reducing plastic waste.

Additionally, students actively
contribute to envirenmental initiatives

ﬂ that help make the campus a more

sustainable place. Through student-
led clubs, recycling programmes and
environmental advocacy activities,
they encourage one another to adopt

Sustainability does not
alu{a?rs: begin with large-scale
activities, but with smal| steps

Every day, you ¢an find yourself r:au_.gh.t in
a war within your own mind, overthinking
the burden you may Cause to oth.er
people. It is a whaole oxtra balancing act,
essentially.

What matters most to me is when people
are genuine. The support thaF made the
biggest difference was k_nm-.-lng that ’i'?e
people arpund me genuinely accepte

me for who | am. | can tell when the

it is worth giving someone 38 chan;e
and getting to know them beyond
their.disahility. You never know

what expariences, perspectives anu_
rneaning ful friandships they may bring
into your life.

My aspiration for the future
is to become a prominent
broadcaster in esports or
sports-related ayents,

in everyday life. By choosing
envfr‘unmentarry-friendly
Packagfng and participating
In campus environmental
activities, every person can
play a part in tackling plastic
pollution. Working collectively
as a society can transform ‘
each small step inte a positive
impact for eur future,

interactions | have with people are f;a'l
and when they are not under the guise qf
fake pity. In my personal opinion, fake pity
is one of the worst experienc(_zs because
we can tell whether you genuinely want to
interact with us or not.

sustainable lifestyles among
younger generations. At Sunway
University, sustainability is
embedded across all levels, with a
range of initiatives introduced to
encourage students and staff to reusable water bottles, utensils
reduce their reliance on single-use and food containers while raising
plastics. awareneass of the negative

with the opportunity

to commentate and
cast at major events.
May everyone's dreams
come true.

more environmentally conscious habits
and embrace a greener lifestyle,

The Last Straw Marketplace, for
instance, encouraged the use of
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During my diplem
|eadership is not a

a years | realised that
bout growing as a person, it is
about making a8 good differance in the campus
hen | think back, my time in Student
oice while

lues of the

caommunity. W
Council has helped me find my v
working on projects that showed the va
United Mations sustainable Development Goals

Jaining the Student Council was ong of the most
rewarding choices | made during my time studying
for my diploma, In addition to organising gvents
on campus, it allowed me to build leadershin and
communication abilitigs while making memories
that brought students closer. Every meeting, every
event and every task pushed me to 8o heyond
what | thought | could do and hecome SOMenne

that students could trust.
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on
Cosniiit;: parts of being in the Student
Ko 5 arranging the interfaculty
tmltws tournaments that took place
montiin June and_ July 2024, For twe
o e ordanised badminton
C;\s atb_a_rl, football and wli-t-:-y,rl::n.a\llr
fIrl:mr'l'u:-‘etntr::n_ns that brought students
m .-_aculhe-s together thraugh F
2n(di friendly rivalry. While s!u-den:lsn
Wimle;jlaymg on the fields, a lot of
sida) baer:f‘ort went into making It al|
i ind the scanes. Scheduling
ol g legistics and ensuring each .
Irnament ran smoothiy required
teamwerk, diligence and
effective communication
from every member of the
Student Council,

gl commul

“hristen Chan Li-Mze,

A THong) In
Communication,

Sunway Unlversity

E;.JFIHQ.H'EE tournaments, | had the privilegs
sr:rvl.rmg as the Master of Ceremonie :
St:andmg in front of hundreds of stud o
;mth a microphone in hand was mmeﬁ:‘ﬁ-‘?
a:;?uer :magmed myself doing. Addressnngr
arge audience initially felt dauntin
but r_each event helped me become "ng :
confident and comfortable on stagp; IQ”a
ln:'flri:ed to keep the audience engag:e-d
ur'm on‘my.- feet whan schedules :hanﬁed
wexpectedly, and communicate clear)
under pressure. Each announcement ’
necame another step towards finding m
voice a5 a8 communicator and leader. !

Beyond hosting events, m -
Stiident Councl s, My work involved working cl
P&"nershizuizlijid corporate brands to secure sgpc::iyc:'::,h
e e e Pt T AT BRI Qf s It Pl which
kol o aleharient fdflng the tournaments and added .Ian extra
Sor SF S e e eryone. This experence shwed us th
collabaration hétwe;;e;imjp:nf:wrthe Goal demanstrating how 2
create a more vibrant and |n::Iuzviusjn?;:qbcf;?ns;sﬁ ki

- |4 -y.

The volleyball taurnarnant is one that | rarmemper

sspecially well because the Stu
taking part. | found myself juga
throughout the event from
tpurnament and serving as t

myself. Whether | was talking on the m
people of playing v
being a leader |s about tea

| learned that leadership is not about hawving

being in the spotlight, but about ©
and finding ways to help others, Or
taught me the importance of teamwo
ability to communicate, and showed me that

actions can make a m

Einding my voice was no
comfortable speaking in
learning to use my voice
friendships and create experienc
fee] more connected. My time wi
Student Council showed
ahout taking charge, but about
that bring people together through a
teamwork and a sens

stay with me long after | complete my diploma.

a title or
reating apportunities
ganising sparts events
ri. strengthened my
ayen small

eaningful difference to student life.

t simply about becoming more
front of others. IL was about

vo bring people together, build

as that made students

th the Sunway Diplama
me that leadership is not just
creating Uppo:‘tunities
ctivities that promote
a of community. These lessons will

dent Council team was also
ling several rasponsipilities
helping o arganise the

he MC to playing In the games
icrophone, helping
alieyball with my team. | learned that
mwork and being present
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States in 2015 as part of the zarsﬂr aﬁ.gam for Sustainable Development, the
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positive change across others. Together, the goals comprise 169 targets that ’

% Guess the SDG Emoji Challenge

Can you Identify the Sustainable
Development Goal from the emojis below?

guide global efforts towards achieving sustainable developmeant by 2{}30,
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Campus Connections:
What’s at Sunway TES College JB?

From giving back to the community to exploring career possibilities,
students at Sunway TES College Johor Bahry have been making the most
of opportunities to learn, connect and grow beyond the classroom,

Making a Difference In the Community

Students recently visited the Anwarul
Mahabbah Care Centre in Larkin, Johor,
where they spent the day supporting
the home and Its residents. Warking

in teams, they helped clean and tidy
different areas of the home. particularly
those that were more difficult for the
glderly residents to maintain. Students
also distributed care packs before
wrapping up the visit with lunch and a
group photo.

More than just a day of volunteering, the experience reminded students
that meaningful contributions can come from simpla acts of kindness,
teamwerk and service as a #CampusWithAConscience.

A Glimpse into the Professional Werld

Students also stepped into the corporate world through an industry
visit to Ernst & Young (EY), gaming first-hand exposure to the
professional services industry, The visit included an introduction to
EY and its Assurance Team, followed by experience-sharing sessions
with professionals from the Assurance and Tax teams.

From career pathways and
workplace experiences to the skills
needed to succead, the sessions
gave students a closer look at
what life in the industry could ook
like, & networking session with EY
professionals also gave students
the chance to exchange ideas and
build professional connections.

Launching Thelr Career Journey

Preparing for the workforce starts
well before graduation, and the
Career Launchpad programme

with PERKESO gave students
practical toals to take that first step.
Students leamed sbout PERKESO
and MyFutureJobs, while &
personality assessment encouraged
them to reflect on their strenogths,
interests and potential career paths.

The programme also covered essential emplavability skilis, including
resume writing and Interview preparation, helping students build
areater confidence as they prepare to enter the workforce

Lim Pel ¥in

B ('rlcmr.j in Commu

Hare is to staying hydrated
while making a8 more
systainable choice, one refill
at a time i
Keep an eye oul for more
Fun & Games in future 155UESs
af Sunwayian, you wokild not
want to miss out.
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